Parson "Jack" Russell was an avid fox hunter and dog breeder in the 1800's in England. He began his line with a crossbred female Fox Terrier type and various other terrier type dogs. Until about four years ago, the American Kennel Club was resistant to accepting this breed because they felt they were a strain of terrier, a terrier who did not breed true. 

They were also worried about possible genetic problems because of the differences in breeding principles between the Jack Russell Terrier Club of America and the AKC. Jack Russell enthusiasts were worried that breeding to a more narrow standard would mean losing the versatile working ability of the breed. But despite the controversy, the Jack Russell Terrier has finally won recognition. 

And what a little character this dog is! They have infectious energy, intelligence and forever puppy look. They are not good with cats, rabbits or other small furry or feathered pets. While they can be a good companion to a dog of the opposite gender, these dogs are definitely alpha dogs who are unaware of their small stature. They think nothing of chasing the neighbor's Rottweiler out of their territory. No one has ever told them their measurements. 

For over one hundred years the Jack Russell Terrier has been, and still is, used for its hunting ability. They are fearless hunters and think nothing of cornering a much larger animal. But families are also recognizing and enjoying the intelligence and loyalty of this breed as a family companion. 

These little clowns are always busy. In fact they can create fun out of whatever happens to be at hand at any given time. If they are bored and there are no toys in site, a couch cushion might be loads of fun for a Jack Russell with time on its hands. Also, they know without a doubt if you have friends that do not like dogs -they will spend the whole evening trying to make friends and convince that person that they are absolutely wonderful! 

The rule is if you are going to own a Jack Russell Terrier you must be willing to be active with your pet. They are good at so many different competitions. I have seen them playing fly ball, Frisbee, doing agility, doing swim competitions, Search and Sniff, underground tunnel competitions and on and on and on. They are less consistent with obedience though. If they consider it a worthy activity, they can excel; however, if they are bored they can embarrass you terribly. Beware of the Jack Russell Terrier's sense of humor! 

If you are going to own this breed a fenced in yard is essential. Although this is a small dog (10 to 16 pounds), they are not suitable for house or apartment living. These dogs thrive outdoors, and it is the only release for their pent up terrier energy. A Jack Russell who is allowed to roam will find trouble, including, but not limited to, picking fights with other dogs, chasing cars or killing the neighbor's cat. You must be a responsible dog owner to even consider owning this breed. And remember, an ordinary fence might not hold in your Jack Russell as they are champion diggers and agile fence climbers. You must be able to outthink this little canine. 

The biggest reason for a Jack Russell to end up in rescue is that their owner underestimated their energy and intelligence. If you keep this little dog locked up for eight to ten hours a day you are going to have behavior problems. They will become frustrated, unhappy and probably destructive. And yet, if you put time into your ownership, you will have a wonderful, charming companion who is happy, assertive, loyal and courageous. 

This breed does not belong with children under six years old. If a small child takes a toy from a Jack Russell terrier, the dog will take it back. But once a child understands and respects their pet and is no longer trying to pull tails, they will find their Jack Russell a tireless and fun loving playmate. 

People with Sedentary lifestyles should also not choose a Jack Russell. Those sweet looking "lap" dogs you see in pictures are terriers whose owner has worked very hard to completely wear them out! 

The coat of the Jack Russell can be smooth, rough or a combination of both. They do shed and require weekly brushing. They are in constant motion, can live fifteen years or more and their intelligence is truly off the scale. 

These dogs tend to stay youthful in their spirit well into their golden years. While Jack Russell Terriers are not for everyone, if you have a sense of humor and a lot of energy, you will be rewarded with a very special friendship between you and an intensely loyal dog. It is even more important with this breed to beware of pet shops selling Jack Russells. You want to be sure you purchase a dog from a reputable breeder and spend time with the her of your pup before you commit to this little inferno of energy! 
The Jack Russell Terrier is a perky, merry, devoted, and loving dog. They are spirited and obedient, yet absolutely fearless. Careful and amusing, they enjoy games and playing with toys, are friendly and generally kind to children who have been taught not to tease or strike the dog. They are intelligent, yet willful and determined.

The Jack Russell Terrier will do okay in an apartment if it is sufficiently exercised. They are very active indoors and will do best with at least an average-sized yard. If the Jack is kept in an apartment, the dog should have a person home with it during the day unless the dog is crate trained. Even then, the owner better expect to get some exercise or be pestered to death for belly rubs and tug of war games when he/she gets home.
The Jack Russell terrier is very adaptable and will exercise itself in a small yard, but it will be in its glory with space to run, hunt and play.

The Jack Russell can be aggressive with other dogs if not well trained and socialized. Some have killed or been killed in dog fights. Early socialization can help substantially moderate this trait. 

They have strong hunting instincts (stronger than your average terrier) and should not be trusted with other small animals. They like to chase and explore. Be careful not to let them off the lead unless they are very well-trained. Jack Russells like to bark and dig. They tend to get restless and destructive if not kept fruitfully occupied and well exercised. Jack Russells climb, which means they can climb over a fence, they also jump. A Jack that stands 12 inches high can easily jump five feet. 

JRTs are not the breed for a inexperienced dog owner. This is a BIG dog in a little dogs body. The owner needs to be as strong-willed as they are, or this little guy will take over. With the right owner this little dog can really excel. 
COLOR:  White (at least 51%) with reddish black, tan, or brown markings, especially in the head and tail. The skull is flat between the ears, then tapering. The stop is defined, but not abrupt. The nose is black and the almond-shaped eyes are dark. The v-shaped ears fold forward. The Jack Russell has a flexible body and fairly small chest (easily spanned by the average man's hands) to enable him to go to ground after his prey. The docked tail is carried gaily and set fairly high. Comes in smooth, broken, and wire-haired varieties. The broken coat is a cross of rough and smooth coat - long body hair, a slightly fuzzy face and a smooth head. An Irish-type called Jack Russell Shortys have shorter legs than the English-type.
LIFE EXPECTANCY: About 15 years
HISTORY:  The Jack Russell Terrier was developed in 19th century England by a clergyman named Jack Russell. This feisty little terrier was used to hunt small game, particularly fox, by digging the quarry out of its den. Breeders have emphasized its working ability, so the standard is very broad, encompassing a wide range of accepted body types. On English hunts, the Jack Russell Terriers were supposed to be long-legged enough to keep up with the hounds. The energetic and playful Jack Russell makes a good family companion. Some of the Jack Russell's talents include: hunting, tracking, agility, and performing tricks.
*Note from AKC: The name of the Jack Russell Terrier was changed to the Parson Russell Terrier effective April 1, 2003 as requested by the Jack Russell Terrier Association of America, which was changed to the Parson Russell Terrier Association of America.
